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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the concept of culture in the thought of Malik Bennabi through
his book Mushkilat al-Hadarah wa Shurut al-Nahdah, by examining the nature of this
concept and its function in the construction of both the individual and society. The study is
grounded in the significance of culture as a central concept in explaining the problems of

175 | AL-KARIMA : Jurnal Studi llmu Al-Qur’an dan Tafsir

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
Copyright © 2026 Some Right reserved



https://ejurnal.stiqisykarima.ac.id/index.php/AlKarima
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
mailto:youchaalassane@gmail.com

The Concept of Culture According to Malik Bennabi in His
Book Mushkilat al-Hadarah wa Shurut al-Nahdah
(An Analytical Study)

civilizational decline in Muslim societies. This research employs a descriptive-analytical
method by examining Bennabi’s texts and analyzing their content within their intellectual
and civilizational context. The findings reveal that culture, according to Malik Bennabi,
constitutes a fundamental core in the formation of civilization and is not merely an
intellectual ornament, but rather an integrated system of values and norms that shape human
behavior, regulate the relationship between the individual and society, and determine one’s
worldview. The study further concludes that genuine renaissance cannot be achieved
without reforming the cultural structure of society, as it serves as the foundation for
developing an active individual capable of contributing to civilization.

Keywords: Concept, Culture, Civilization, Renaissance, Malik Bennabi.
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1 John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods
Approaches, 4th ed., SAGE Publications, 2014, p. 4-5.
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2 Lexy J. Moleong, Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif, PT Remaja Rosdakarya, Bandung,
2018, p. 6-7.
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" Al-* Awaisi, ‘Abdullah. Malik Bennabi: His Life and Thought. Arab Network for
Research and Publishing, 1st ed., Beirut, 2012, pp. 134-136.
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8 Al-“Awaisi, ‘Abdullah. Malik Bennabi: His Life and Thought, p. 138-139.
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9 Bennabi, Malik. Problems of Civilization and the Conditions of Renaissance. Dar al-

Kitab al-Misri, Cairo, 2012, p. 116.

10 Biishikhi, ‘All. “An Epistemological Reading of the Concept of Culture in Malik

Bennabi’s Thought.” Mediterranean Dialogue Journal, Vol. 5, No. 2, 2014, pp. 272-283.

11 Bennabi, Malik. Problems of Civilization and the Conditions of Renaissance, p. 74.
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